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May 1: Citing police sources and witnesses, daily newspapers La Republica and El Expreso reported
that about 170 corpses were discovered in two mass graves in the Huamanguilla district, 40 km.
northeast of Ayacucho. The gravesites were found by rural workers participating in civil defense
patrols. In statements to reporters on April 30, Felix la Rosa, civil defense chief in the locale, claimed
that the Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path) rebels had one of their main camps in the area. He said
remains of weapons, munitions, first aid equipment, homemade bombs and marxist literature were
found at the site. Meanwhile, in Lima the Peruvian Human Rights Commission said there was also
evidence that the mass graves were filled with the victims of extrajudicial executions carried out by
the armed forces. May 4: Enrique Bernales, chairperson of the Senate's Pacification Committee, said
1,100 assassinations took place in the first four months of the year. Rebel attacks average six per day,
with total material damages estimated at $182 million. According to the Committee, the JanuaryApril period was the most violent four consecutive months of the past decade. The death toll was
15% higher than in the same period last year. The daily average of victims of violence in 1988 was
3.57, compared to 6.70 in 1989, and 8.56 in the January-April period. Since 1980, political violence has
caused 18,500 deaths, and $17 billion in economic losses. Bernales predicted that if absolute poverty
is not reduced, violence will increase in the next five months. According to UN statistics, over 50% of
22 million Peruvians live in conditions of abject poverty. May 8: El Expreso reported that Augustin
Dextre Cordova, elected deputy to the national congress in the April 8 elections, was shot to death
on the evening of May 7 by suspected Shining Path rebels. The politician was a regional leader of
the Popular Action party (AP). The shooting occurred following a meeting at the AP office in the
city of Huaraz, Ancash province. (Basic data from Notimex, 04/30/90, 05/01/90, 05/04/90; Xinhua,
05/09/90)
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